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Elm Class enjoyed welcoming parents into class for their “Come and see how we learn” event on Friday. 

 

 

Mother’s Day Gifts  
Mossgate PSFA are once again organising Mother’s Day gifts for children to buy and 
decorate. This year, it will be a candle in a jar such as the ones shown in the image 
opposite. Children will be able to come into school to decorate (date TBC) or can choose 
to decorate at home. For any families who would like to purchase one of the candle gifts, 
these are now available on ParentPay. The deadline to sign up is Friday 1st March.  
 

We would be grateful of any donations of empty jars families have. Please bring 
these to the office during the first week back. If you have any problems logging into or 
using ParentPay, please contact the office. Many thanks to Amy Brown for organising.  
 

 

Changes to Home Reading and Homework   
At Mossgate, we regularly review and update policies and related practices to ensure they are fit for 
purpose and relevant to current good practice. Staff have recently reviewed our home reading and 
homework systems and changes to these are detailed below by Mrs Booth and Mr Thwaites.   
 

 

EYFS & KS1 Home Reading  
Recently, staff reviewed our systems for the monitoring, recording & 
celebration of Home Reading in EYFS & KS1. We will continue to: 
 

☺ Expect daily home reading with an adult.  
☺ Encourage the re-reading of texts more than once to develop reading 

fluency – this is why we only change weekly.  
☺ Monitor children's reading records every Friday – at least four 

signatures a week please. 
☺ Change books that have been read every Friday.  
☺ Encourage parents to read more often with their child if records show 

limited reading entries. 
☺ Report on your child’s home reading on their end of year report. 
 

We will no longer use the tiered system of contacting parents weekly. 
However, teachers will contact parents if there’s a concern about the 
amount of home reading taking place over time.  
 

In addition, we will no longer be awarding reading certificates half termly. 
The main reason for this is that young children need support from an adult 
to read regularly at home and meet their target. Children who have not received certificates in the past 
often get upset and we feel that this unfairly penalises the child for something that is no fault of their own. 
Instead, we want to make our celebration of reading less focused on individuals and reward the whole 
class. Rewards we propose include: 
 

☺ Special story session with a ‘VIP’ e.g. Mr Smith, school governor, volunteers, older children from KS2. 
☺ Additional visits to Heysham Library. 
☺ New book(s) for the class library. 
☺ Additional Bedtime Bear(s) to take home. 
☺ Reading Buddy time - with children from a KS2 class pairing up and reading a younger child a favourite 

story of theirs. 
 

As you can see, we want to reward reading with more reading!  
Mrs Booth (EYFS & KS1 English Leader)  
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KS2 Home Reading 

Your child will continue to choose their own home reading 
book from our school library based on their reading level – 
all books have a decimal code on their spine indicating the 
book’s complexity. Within each level, there’s a wide 
selection of books which vary in length, themes and genres.  
 

Children are asked to read at least one book every week and score 80% or higher on their quiz to show 
that they have read and understood the book. Quiz scores will continue to be checked every Thursday by 
staff in your child’s class. If they choose a longer novel, which staff believe will be a challenge to read within 
a week, your child will have two or three weeks to read the book and quiz. Children will be notified of this 
and it will also be recorded in their Reading Record so parents are also aware.  
 

We will continue to celebrate children who put in extra effort with their home reading by completing more 
than one quiz or by reading a wider selection of books at home – for example library books. Please let us 
know in school by notifying the office or by sending private messages through our Facebook page.  
 

We understand that from time-to-time, unexpected events can prevent your child from reading at home like 
family illness or bereavements. If this is the case, please contact your child’s class teacher through the 
school office. We will no longer operate the weekly tiered system of notifying parents if reading targets have 
not been met. However, if your child frequently misses their reading target, their teacher will contact you to 
discuss appropriate support in school; this may involve your child using a small part of their ‘free time’ to 
read if they are struggling to find time at home.   
 

KS2 Homework 
After half term, children will be asked to prioritise home reading and will no longer have spellings, times 
tables, maths fluency or grammar activities set with time being allocated within the school day for these.  
 

We recognise that some children and parents will want to practise spellings and times tables at home and 
this is down to personal choice. Your child’s Times Tables Rock Stars details have been sent through the 
School Spider App and your child should know this off by heart by now. Children are encouraged to 
practise spelling the ‘Year 3 and 4’ or ‘Year 5 and 6’ spelling words, which are included in your child’s 
reading record, and any topic words which are detailed in your child’s half-termly curriculum newsletters.  
 

As you can see from these changes, reading continues to be a key priority for us at Mossgate.   
Mr Thwaites (KS2 English Leader)  
 

 

Reception Places for September 2024 
We are delighted to be oversubscribed once again with 105 families choosing Mossgate Primary School for 

September 2024 due to our strong reputation in local area. An amazing forty-six families put Mossgate as 

their first choice which reflects the brilliant work of all staff at Mossgate and the support you provide at 

home as well. ‘Working together to achieve success’.  
 

 

Dates for your Diary  

Mon 19/02 School reopens – no clubs this week  

Thurs 22/02  PSFA Spring Disco (£2.50 for entry, bag of Haribo and juice, entertainment and games)  
Mon 26/02 Clubs resume 

Mon 04/03 Academy Photography in for class & leavers photos  

Wed 06/03 Reception walk to the post box to post cards  

Tues 12/03 Governors’ School Improvement Committee, 4:30pm  

Wed 13/03 Parents’ Evening with children’s books – booking details to be sent next week  

Fri 15/03 PSFA Non-uniform – chocolate donations please  

Fri 15/03 Red Nose Day – fundraising activities to be organised by the Mossgate Parliament  

Fri 15/03 Reception Stay and Learn Afternoon in the hall, 1pm   

Tues 19/03 Y5&6 Be The Change Trip to Lancaster University 

Thurs 21/03 Y2 taking part in Singing Festival, Lancaster Town Hall  

Fri 22/03  Y3 taking part in Singing Festival, Lancaster Town Hall  

Mon 25/03 No clubs this week 

Wed 27/03 Y4 Virtual Ancient Greece session with the British Museum  

Wed 27/03 PSFA Chocolate Tombola, after school 

Wed 27/03 PSFA Easter Bingo, 6-8pm (£1 per book of 6 games)  

Thurs 28/03 School closes for the Easter break  



Children’s Mental Health Week 2024  
1 in 6 children and young people have a diagnosable mental health condition and our 

work continues to raise awareness of the importance of mental health around the theme 

of ‘My Voice Matters’. To find out more, visit the Children’s Mental Health Week website.  
 

Mrs Taylor and Kate, our Mental Health Practitioner, introduced this year’s theme with a whole-school 

assembly on Monday. Kate also visited the KS2 classes to complete a short well-being questionnaire to 

support our curriculum planning to meet the needs of our children – results to follow soon. Throughout the 

week, all classes took part in a workshop around the theme of ‘My Voice Matters’ with Mrs Boswell and / or 

their teachers. Mrs Boswell has also been posting videos and resources throughout the week on our 

Facebook page. A huge thank you to Mrs Boswell for organising the week and for promoting this important 

subject to children, families and staff.  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

http://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/


School Dinners  
Our school meals are produced by our brilliant school cook Claire and her 

hardworking team who are employed by LCS. Our menu changes termly and 

complies with the School Food Standards. We will be sharing photos of 

typical school meals on a regular basis to keep parents informed about 

portion sizes and meals. Despite the price increase at the start of the year, 

prices remain competitive at £2.40 per meal. Children in the infants are all 

eligible for a daily free meal. Juniors can use as and when by paying for 

meals on ParentPay. Please contact the school office for ParentPay details.       

 

 

 

 

 

Our value this half-term is Courtesy 
Classes will be learning about Online Safety this week and taking part in Safer Internet  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week, classes learned about how to ‘Manage online information’ and ‘Online reputation’ during our 

online safety learning as part of the national Safer Internet Day. We teach the children about online safety 

throughout the school year during our:  
 

• Health & Wellbeing units in September: ‘Self-image & identity’ and ‘Health, wellbeing & lifestyles’  

• Anti-Bullying Week in November: ‘Online bullying’ and ‘Online relationships’  

• Safer Internet Week in February - ‘Manage online information’ and ‘Online reputation’  

• Computing lessons throughout the year: ‘Copyright & ownership’ and ‘Privacy & security’ 
 

The BBC has lots of resources to support parents and children at home using these links: KS1 and KS2. 

The UK Safer Internet Centre and NSPCC also have lots of easily accessible information and advice.  
 

    

   
 

 

Wishing all of our fabulous families a lovely half-term. Now that the sun sets past 5pm, try to get out and 
explore our lovely locality and look for the many signs of spring. Mr Smith and the Mossgate team 
 

 

 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/catering/food-solutions/primary-school/
KS1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zv63d2p
https://saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/


Community News  
Staff will often post details of services, clubs and events on Facebook, but I will try to include in future 

newsletters so that those not on Facebook will also receive the relevant information5.  

 

 
 

 



 

 
  
 

  


